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Call to Congregational Meeting 
 

In accordance with Article VII, Section A of the By-Laws of the Congregational 

Church of Brookfield, a Congregational Meeting is hereby called to be held on  

Sunday, January 5, 2020 immediately following the 10:30 service of worship in  

order to vote on a preliminary budget for Fiscal Year 2020-2021.   
 

 

Sue Waschak, Moderator  

Kristi McPadden, Church Clerk 

 

 



Church Council Notes: December 10,  2019 
Vice-Moderator: Jack B. reports Fellowship Hall Improvement Group (FHIG) is reviewing a 

3rd rendering from the architect.  Two different contractors consulted agree a small addition on 

the north side of Fellowship Hall may be the best option, including ADA bathrooms, an eleva-

tor, storage and possibly a new staircase. Kristi M. (who works for the town) is meeting with 

FHIG to discuss Land Use direction and tips. FHIG got a proposal from one fund-raising con-

sultant (Horizon) about feasibility studies, but they haven’t had a chance to review the proposal 

as a committee. Dave G. (FHIG Chair) is looking into possible grants. Jack also reviewed the 

preliminary FY 2020-2021 budget. Major drivers are salaries, church house maintenance, in-

surance, heat and our giving to others (through CIS). Vanguard and UCC endowment budget 

numbers should be ready in January. The Danbury Chinese Alliance Church (DCAC) is looking 

for a new place to meet primarily due to dwindling membership numbers and Sunday afternoons 

not working for them. Council discussed the financial impact this will have on the church 

budget. CCB and DCAC leaders have met and are continuing to discuss  various options for 

making it work for them, such as reduced fees. The current overall budget (without DCAC in-

come) shows expenses of $524,025 and revenue of $438,585, which would require a pledge in-

crease of 24%. As most pledges increased last year between 5 and 8%, 24% seemed unrealistic. 

Motion: Vice Moderator should prepare 2 goal budgets for the Congregational Meeting: 1 with a 

24% increase, giving everyone what they asked for; the other keeping pledge increase to 15%, 

itemizing the things that would have to be cut to get to that number.  

Committee Reports: Fellowship – Advent Wreath, Special Chorus events (including Serendip-

pers) went well.  Christian Education – Thanksgiving evening program Nov. 24 was a success; 

the Advent wreath night potluck was a nice change over pizza, and several new members were 

among those who attended; pen pals were revealed.  Church House – Church House hired a 

new pest company - American BioTech out of New Milford; CH looked into a Ring camera and 

is investigating other phone-accessed security apps.  Welcome – 15 new members joined the 

church Nov. 17, and a visitor gathering will be held Jan. 12; website and photo directory are still 

in process.  Deacons – Lenten devotionals theme ‘Faith Journey’ – send any devotional sugges-

tions you may have to the Deacons; Hope at the Holidays program with Chaplain from Regional 

Hospice held 12/15 – Stephen Minister sponsored program for those grieving during this season.   

Worship –Asked if anyone had any objections to using the sanctuary on rainy Sunday mornings 

during the summer rather than Fellowship Hall. Conversation mentioned reasons not to in the 

past and pros for it in the future.  Intermediate bells class will begin on Wednesdays in January.  

CIS – Giving tree & Blanket Fund tree in full swing. Stewardship – Budget is behind 1%, but 

givers-non-pledgers is ahead of budget. Stewardship will hold their dinner ‘Get Out of the Boat’ 

on January 5, 2020 from 5 to 7pm. Signup Genius will be used for signup; Miss Debbie will do 

nursery care and there will be youth activities. Pledge campaign theme is ‘Giving Changes Eve-

rything’ and will be mailed the 1st week of February. 

Pastors’ Reports – Celebrated Barbara Crandell’s 5th anniversary during the pageant on 12/8.  

Bryn is helping teach Stephen Ministry training in Ridgefield and is looking forward to study  

time away in January with appreciation for the church’s support.  Jen will be doing an online 

study in March and will participate in the UCC CREDO program in November. 

New Business: Call for Congregational Meeting on January 5th, 2020 immediately following the 

10:30 service of worship to discuss and seek approval of a FY 2020-21 preliminary Budget. Mo-

tion was made and passed unanimously. 



Getting to Know our New Members…. 
We are pleased to welcome these 15 new members into covenant with our congregation.   

Rachel Beam currently lives in Bethel and has attended both 8:30 and 10:30 services.  She 
grew up in Wilbraham, MA in a UCC church.  Rachel received her bachelor’s degree from Smith 
College and her Masters in Divinity from Lancaster Theological Seminary.  She and her hus-
band Larry enjoy traveling, hiking and biking.  Rachel loves to read, write and is currently build-
ing a miniature dollhouse.  She began attending CCB when she learned what a special place it 
was from Pastors Bryn and Jennifer.  Rachel has decided to join because she is impressed by 
the participation of all of our congregation, local outreach and the friendliness here.   

Jared & Sarah Bengtson live in Brookfield and usually attend the 10:30 service with their 6 
year-old son Fenton and 3 year-old daughter Cora.  Sarah is a local teacher and Jared is a Mar-
keting Director in New York.  They both are originally from the Midwest.  Jared grew up in the 
Church of Christ and Sarah was raised Lutheran.  As a family they enjoy all things outdoors – 
fishing, biking, skiing and more.  They first began attending CCB because they were seeking a 
faith-based community for their young family.  They have decided to become members because 
they feel connected with the vision and faith of CCB.  They are thankful for the warm welcome 
here and look forward to growing with the congregation. 

Arthur (Art) & Cheryl DePoi live in Brookfield and usually attend the 8:30 service.  Cheryl 
works as an administrative assistant at the Bethel United Methodist Church and Art is a software 
engineer at Bluecrest Inc. Cheryl was raised Methodist and Art was raised Lutheran.  Art has a 
degree in Electrical Engineering and Cheryl earned her BA in Psychology at Western Connecti-
cut State University.   They both enjoy spending time with their family, as well as hiking, trivia 
and camping. Art also enjoys mathematics, and Cheryl enjoys reading, as well as learning about 
plants and environmental issues.  They began attending CCB because it was close to home and 
they had heard wonderful things about us.  They have decided to become members because 
they feel the sermons are wonderful, they love the organ music and the traditional services and 
find the clergy very welcoming. 

Steven (Steve) & Joyce Hansel live in Bethel and usually attend the 10:30 service. Steven 
works for Boehringer-Ingelheim in drug discovery and Joyce volunteers in her community.  
Joyce has worshiped through a variety of Protestant denominations but was confirmed as a 
Methodist and has been a Lutheran all of her adult life.  Steven is a life-long Lutheran; his father 
was a Lutheran minister, so he grew up immersed in church life.  He and Joyce met in phar-
macy school in Albany where Joyce obtained her BS in Pharmacy and Steven obtained his 
graduate degree in Buffalo.  Joyce enjoys traveling, reading and especially cooking.  Steven 
likes anything active (cycling, running, skiing) and also enjoys reading and eating Joyce’s great 
cooking!  They first started attending CCB because they were looking to find a new church 
home.  They have decided to become members because they found CCB has the vibrant and 
mission-minded culture that they value.  They were also excited to see a congregation made up 
of many age groups and families and enjoy the services and social outreach of the church. 

Thomas James (TJ) & Amanda Kiely live in Brookfield and attend at 10:30 with their 2 children 
Thomas and Kimberly.  Amanda is a CNA working for Ridgefield Visiting Nurses in Hospice 
Care.  TJ has driven a truck for Cintas in Yonkers, NY, for the past 5 years.  Amanda has a pas-
sion for helping others, especially the elderly and hospice patients.  TJ enjoys watching sports 
(football and baseball).  They began attending CCB after baptizing their son here and have de-
cided to become members because of how friendly they have found everyone here.  The church 
is close to their home and they love how amazing Miss Debbie in the nursery is with both of their 
children.   
 
 

 



Joyce Mrazik lives in New Milford, CT and has attended both 8:30 and 10:30 services for sev-
eral years.  She is retired from Verizon Corporate, where she was a manager in the Human Re-
sources Department.  Joyce has a BA from Barrington College in Rhode Island and an MA from 
Manhattanville College in Purchase, NY.  In her retirement, she has worked in tennis clubs  ar-
ranging the adult and junior clinics, USTA leagues and camp programs.  She is widowed and 
first started attending CCB several years ago.  Joyce found at CCB a place to worship where 
Christ is at the center, but also a church that is open and accepting to all and dedicated to social 
justice and community programs.  Joyce was brought up in a small Plymouth Brethren church in 
Yonkers, NY.  She feels at home spiritually at CCB through the wonderful pastors, engaging 
sermons and warm and welcoming atmosphere where God’s divine light and love truly shines 
through.  Joyce loves the outdoors, and her hobbies and interests include cycling, kayaking, 
playing tennis and traveling.  She also spends her time with friends in NYC attending cultural 
events, musical concerts and the theater.  Joyce is also busy doing volunteer work as a member 
of the Lions Club of New Milford.  Faith is a life long journey…Joyce is thankful to God for His 
many blessings and looks forward to joining the community of believers at CCB. 

Daniel (Danny) & Carolina Rodriguez live in Brookfield and attend the 10:30 service with their 
daughters Sophia, Gabriella and Alexandra. Sophia is in this year’s Confirmation Class. Caro-
lina works as a Psychotherapist and Daniel is a tech support coordinator.  Daniel is working on 
finishing his MS degree in computer science and Carolina has her Master Degree in Social 
Work.  They both were raised Roman Catholic.  They love music, walking and reading – and 
playing with their 2 dogs, Goofy and Pepper.  They first began attending CCB because Susan 
Dodd invited them as they were looking for an open-minded and progressive church for their 
family.  They have decided to become members because they have felt welcomed, and their 
girls love attending.  

Gregory (Greg) Steiner has lived in Brookfield since 2003.  He is a 3
rd

 generation principal in a 
small family-owned business that has built and developed the Berkshire Office Park and other 
housing developments in the Danbury area.  Greg was raised in the Monroe United Methodist 
Church and had attended Fairfield Congregational Church for awhile.  He likes to stay active – 
with hiking, mountain biking, skiing and traveling.  Greg first began attending CCB because he 
was going through a tough time in his marriage, and he wanted to go back to his religious roots.  
He has decided to become a member here because he likes the early morning services (he at-
tends at 8:30) and the messages that are transmitted.  Greg also likes the low-pressure ap-
proach and the lack of political/social agendas. 

Patrick & Patricia (Patty) Taylor live in Danbury and usually attend our 10:30 service.  Patrick 
is a teacher at Greenwich High School and Patty is a teacher at Brewster High School in New 
York.  Patricia was raised Roman Catholic.  In college she started attending a Baptist church 
and was baptized there.  Patrick was raised as a Christian, having been baptized in a Congre-
gational Church.  Patty enjoys being outside – especially boating, gardening, going to parks and 
the beach.  She also loves paper crafts and crafts in general.  Patrick enjoys discovering new 
restaurants, taking day trips, boating on Candlewood Lake and rooting for the Boston Red 
Socks.  They both started attending CCB after attending the Yankee Fair.  They could see that 
the church was a lively and welcoming place and were impressed with the many church activi-
ties and the wide variety of members.  They have decided to become members because of the 
genuine and caring atmosphere; everyone has been so friendly and welcoming.  They say they 
love our fantastic, “old school” music program, which is very important to them both.  They also 
like the quality of both pastors, both of whom they find highly intelligent and genuine. They find 
sermons are always informative and spiritually fulfilling.   



News From Church School- 
 
Every child who comes to church has a unique set of gifts and needs.  They come with beautiful 
joyful hearts most days and heavy hearts others.  Some come with incredible Bible knowledge 
while others have none at all.  Regardless, our Church School’s main goal is to help our children 
grow in faith.  This year, lessons have been designed around the FOUR BUILDING BLOCKS 
OF FAITH: I Belong, I Know, I Have Hope, and I am Called and Equipped. 
 
October: I BELONG- Children were exposed to scripture of Ruth and Naomi, The Parable of 
The Lost Sheep, and Nicodemus Visiting Jesus. Children built an “I belong wall” out of LEGOs, 
used pipe cleaners to explore the meaning of Belonging, sang songs about belonging to God, 
and expanded their church social circle by participating in a Secret Pen Pal writing project and 
asking church members to sponsor them for Math For Mammals Math-a-thon.  The Goal of   
October was to create an opportunity to explore how each child belongs to God and God’s 
church family. 
 
November: I KNOW- Children were exposed to scripture related to the question “What do we 
know about God and God’s people?”. Using the story of Paul’s imprisonment and his “attitude of 
light” and how he turned the armor of the Roman Solider into a positive that we refer to as the 
Armor of God, was used to understand that God wants us to remember in all situations to stay 
positive because his love and strength surrounds us. Children also performed a science        
experiment to help demonstrate how God wants us to know to make him a part of our life and 
day-to-day activities, and not just a leftover thought when we have free time. Lastly, class time 
was spent exploring the Bible and reading stories they were interested in to get to know God 
and God’s people. Special thanks to Nicole Rushmeyer for sharing her Faith Story with 
church school. 
 
December: Children created the annual Church School Christmas Doors, participated in the 
“Instant” Christmas Pageant and Lesson & Carols.  Children also made lunches and holiday 
goodies for Loaves & Fishes, made Christmas Cards for our “special concerns” members as 
well as created Christmas Cards for our Service Members. Special thanks to John Pondiccio 
for sharing his Faith Story with church school. 
 
On a personal note, I would like to say a heart felt THANK YOU for my wonderful 5yr surprise 
recognition celebration.  I truly feel that I belong to this amazing congregation and I hope I have 
another 5yrs or more in the position as Church School Coordinator.    
 
      THANK YOU CCB! 
      Sincerely grateful, 
      Barbara Crandell 



Notes from the Choir Room  

Have you ever wanted to ring bells? 

 Have you ever wondered how the bell choir does what it does?   

You see them picking up bells; putting them down to pick up other 

bells.  First, they are ringing and the next thing you know, they are using mallets 

on them or banging them into the table.  Sometimes you even see them using a big 

fat dowel to urge the sound out of the bell.  What is that all about????? 

 Now you have the opportunity to learn how do those things.  We would like 

to start a new bell choir for those who read music and would like to try ringing.  

You don’t need to be an expert at reading music; just the basics of reading note 

values and counting.   We will teach the rest as we go.  

 We need 10 – 11 people to start.  Rehearsals will be on Wednesday nights 

from 6:30 – 7:15.  Please email me sullivantt@gmail.com  or talk to me if you are  

interested.  

Have you ever wanted to sing in the choir? 

 Now that all the excitement of Christmas is over, we are starting to learn 

new music for winter and spring.  It is an excellent time to join one of our choirs.  

We have something for every age from kindergarten through……well, older adults.   

Please consider joining one of our choirs.   

 The two children’s choirs are learning many music skills while praising God 

through song.  I love watching the friendships that develop in choir. The adults 

are also learning new skills, while enjoying the experience of joining their voices 

with others in song.  The fellowship and care they share with each other is a   

powerful bond.   

 We would love to have you join in this music ministry and share the joy of 

singing together and praising God.  

Toni Sullivan, Director of Music  

mailto:sullivantt@gmail.com


Giving Generously—A Note from Stewardship 
As we flip the calendar from December to January many of us have probably been pondering those 

dreaded New Year's resolutions. Those resolutions that sound so good in theory, so life-altering that we 

will definitely commit to them in order to make our lives happier, healthier, and more productive. The 

problem is sometimes those resolutions don't stick. We give up, maybe because they are too difficult, take 

too much time or because they require us to be courageous—to step out of our comfort zone and get our 

feet wet. 

 

It can be downright scary to get our feet wet, to step out of the boat as Peter did when he saw Jesus across 

the water.  As Christians though, part of living out our faith means taking risks. Increasing our     

financial giving to God's church comes with risks.  We worry that by giving more to the church we will 

have less. Perhaps, though, we may find that we become more spiritually fulfilled by bringing glory and 

praise to God with our time, talent, and treasure.  As we begin to contemplate our financial giving for the 

upcoming fiscal year, we need to remember that everything we have came first from God.  A financial gift 

that honors God requires sacrifice because that is the gift that reflects our own hearts. “As each has      

received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's grace.” 1 Peter 4:10 
 

Our relative wealth can make being generous difficult. If we have little, we may feel the pain of scarcity.  

The more we have, the more our lives revolve around it—the greater the time spent managing it, the more 

opportunities and demands it places on our lives, and it can possibly isolate us by keeping us separate and 

distant from others.  Perhaps we might consider that security is achieved and richness of life is             

experienced—not in guarding our possessions but in giving and sharing what we can. “Take care and be 

on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his          

possessions.” Luke 12:15 
 

We ask that you pray for guidance and courage when considering your financial giving for the upcoming 

fiscal year. We ask that you take the time to intentionally and purposefully focus on God and our         

communities. It is in the attentiveness that enables us to see how we can love and care for others, it is in 

the noticing that we can become generous.  Being generous with our giving is not always easy, but when 

we have the courage to do so we allow money to become a tool that helps and sustains others rather than 

something that enriches only ourselves.  When we give back we gain a sense of purpose.  Practicing a life 

of stewardship enables us to grow spiritually by walking closer to God and following in Jesus' footsteps. 

 

If we as a congregation can act faithfully and courageously with our time, talent, and treasure, just     

imagine what can be accomplished in our church, our community, and our world. 

 

Giving changes us; it changes everything! 

 

“The person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously  

will also reap generously. Each person should do as he has decided in his heart—not reluctantly  

or out of necessity for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

 

      Respectfully submitted,   

      Patty Moran 

                                            Stewardship Committee 



Fellowship Hall Improvement Group (FHIG) Update 
Members:  

Dave Goral (Chair), Jack Brown, Luke Duval, Greg Labas, Laurie Matson, Sue Ronan 

 

On September 16, 2019, Shanna Benjamin, with Di Biase Filkoff Architects in Bedford, NY, presented to 

the congregation preliminary conceptual drawings based on the primary objectives determined by        

Fellowship Hall Update/Expansion Project (FHUEP).  

 

Background –  

On March 8, 2016, Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) presented to Church Council the April 

2016 projects. Fellowship Hall Update/Expansion Project (FHUEP) was one of the seven projects.   

On Sept 23, 2018, LRPC hosted a visioning meeting with congregation, “What Does the Future of CCB 

Look Like?” A survey was handed out asking the congregation to rank the primary objectives   

determined by FHUEP. Below is the list in order of priority.  

Handicap accessibility to Fellowship Hall level from office level 

Handicap bathroom(s) on Fellowship Hall level 

Increased Storage- functional, more space for Fellowship Hall tables, chairs, and dedicated 

supply areas for outside groups 

Evaluate existing building conditions for remediation or improvement 

Increase Fellowship Hall capacity with 125-person occupancy as the goal.  

(Although FHUEP identified this list, these objectives have been discussed by various groups at other 

times over the last 25+ years.) 

On April 28, 2019, at the Annual Meeting, the congregation voted to allocate up to $8,000 and hire     

Di Biase Filkoff Architects to deliver preliminary conceptual drawings with options and reasoning 

on how to address the primary objectives identified by FHUEP.  

 

Since the presentation on September 16, 2019, Fellowship Hall Improvement Group (FHIG) has been 

meeting to determine the next steps. 

 

This is not an easy process. What comes first… architectural drawings or a budget?  

 

On the one hand, we have received two preliminary conceptual drawings. The first is estimated at 

$375,000 and does not meet the primary objective of handicap bathroom(s) on the lower level. The      

second is estimated at $1,999,000 and exceeds the primary objectives. (And is a lot of money!) 

 

Then on the other hand, what is our budget? How much can the congregation raise today without         

architectural drawings to visualize what our money will be going towards?  

 

The group is trying to determine the next steps by looking into: 

Variations to preliminary conceptual drawings  

Options of potential costs  

Availability of Federal and State grants  

Feasibility for a Capital Campaign and costs 

Obtaining potential variance(s) from town 

 

Please continue looking for updates from FHIG until such time when we will host informational meetings 

and ultimately a congregational meeting to determine how we will move forward.  

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to any members of the group (listed above).  



          
 
 

     January Serendippers Gathering  

      Tuesday, January 14th at 11:45am 
Join us for winter trivia. 

Please contact Eleanor Loesch for additional information 
OR you can contact the Church Office 203-775-1259 

Hope to see you all there!   

Our menu: 
Frosty Lime Punch, Homemade Chicken Noodle Casserole,  

Garden Salad, Bread, Lemon Snow Pudding 

 

Serendippers is open to everyone!  Sponsored by our church Fellowship Committee, the Serendippers 
hospitality team provides a lunch and monthly program for daytime-available members and their friends.  
Please let the church office know by the 2nd Sunday each month if you will have a need for childcare.   

Giving Tree Thank You: 

Our Church in Society committee would like to say THANK YOU for your  
generous giving to fulfill the wish list of items that decorated the Giving Tree 
this year. Your gifts will provide warmth and comfort to those that need it, a 
smile or possibly a happy tear or two, and most certainly laughter and cheers.  
  
Our church family is richly blessed — which was shown by the outpouring of 
comfort, care and love to those less fortunate. This is an amazing gift for which 
we are truly grateful. 
  
We thank you again for your generosity and wish you all a wonderful 2020! 



Christmas Flowers and Greens  
The beautification of the sanctuary is a gift to all who worship and celebrate with us this 
joyous holiday season.  Donations to our Flower Fund have been given. . . 

In loving memory of: 
Margitta Savo, Rudy and Nancy Aurori, Doug Fisher by Tom and Barbara Anderson 
My parents Henry and Althea Beck by Curtis Beck 
Marian and Walter Boughton, Joan and Robert Gould, Carolann Powers by Sandy and Sue Bough-

ton and family 
Our parents and grandparents by Bob and Jane Brown 
Loved ones by Gordon Burgess 
John Charles Gallagher by Alex and Mary Gallagher DeLucia 
Dorothy McDonald Ftikas by Susan Dodd 
Barbara Erlenbach by Randy Erlenbach 
Marge and Harold Nohe, Adam and Pat Fernand by Linda and Ed Fernand 
My mother Carolyn Fischer by Geralyn Fischer 
My husband, Douglas W. Fisher by Mary Fisher 
Susan Davies by Winfield and Susan Hubley 
Loved ones by the Bob Lambert family 
Our loving parents by Walter and Eleanor Loesch 
Loved ones by Ruth and Warren Malkin 
John Mix and Bill MacGeorge by the Mix family 
Ben Jordan and Kevin Walker by the Quinsland family 
Frank Arents by the Rosa family 
Pat Roehling and Ruthie Maxim by Sharon and Carlo Santi 
Arthur Irving Scribner, Betty Elaine Collins Kirschbaum, & Robert Henry Kirschbaum  

by Pamela, David,  Kathryn, Victoria & Elizabeth Scribner 
Loved ones by Mike and Barb Sikorski 
Our grandparents by the Whipple family 
Giulo Paruta by Cathy and Howard Winkler 

In honor of: 
 Eleanor Loesch by Donna Eaker 

Your friendship and support by Carol Ann Howe 
Ken Arifian by Jeannine McCullough 
The wonderful women at Women’s Fellowship by Linae Wutzl 

The large wreath in the Meetinghouse was given in honor and loving memory of our parents 
by the Anderson, Baker, Sikorski, and Gaffey/Montgomery families. 



 
 
Angels for Anthems 
Donations to our Music Fund have been given…. . . 

In loving memory of: 
 Loved ones by Marge and Wes Bates 
 My grandparents, Charles and Hattie Hill, Henry and Leola Beck by Curtis Beck 
 Jeannie Roper by the Berner family 
 Alexis and Martha Svigoon by Susan and Peter Brothers 
 Loved ones by Gordon Burgess 
 Vivian Henley by Sara Henley Cline 
 Susan Davies by John Davies 
 Loved ones by Susan Dodd 
 Thomas Eaker by the Eaker and Marron families 
 Samuel E. Hunter by Sian Hunter 
 Loved ones by Walter and Eleanor Loesch 
 Loved ones by Ruth and Warren Malkin 
 Marjorie and Raymond Ewing, Grace and Kilburn Matte by Lauren and David Matte 
 Ben Stewart and Richard Stewart by the Quinsland family 
 Vivian Henley and Margitta Savo by Sharon and Carlo Santi 
 Susan Davies by Pamela, David, Kathryn, Victoria & Elizabeth Scribner 

Loved ones by Mike and Barb Sikorski 
Our parents, Mr. & Mrs. H. Gerowe and Mr. & Mrs. A. Winkler by Cathy and Howard Winkler 

 Our parents, the Wutzls and the Hansons, by Rodger and Joan Wutzl 

In honor of: 
 Jennifer, Ryan, Brayden and Chloe Whipple by John and Joyce DeBisschop 
 Eleanor Loesch by Jeannine McCullough 

Toni Sullivan by Donna King and Steve Stuart  
Our children and parents by Ryan and Jennifer Whipple 

   

 The small olive wood crèche in Brooks Hall was donated to the church  
by Cindy Field and the late Dom Barillari in loving memory of Charline McNiff. 



 

Fellowship Of Concern 

CONTINUING CONCERNS:   

Ruth Allen 

Lillian Covill 

Liz DeLambert 

Des & Nancy Desmond 

Nina Jacobs 

Stephanie Joy, 

Greg & Jan Labas 

Dan Leniart 

Marion Miller 

Millicent Morrison 

Larry & Sherrie Ruschmeyer 

Nick Ruschmeyer 

 Lavinia Schmaling 

 

BAPTISMS:   

Kimberly Ann Kiely, daughter of TJ and Amanda Kiely, on December 8th. 

 

CrossWays Deadline 
 The deadline for the February 2020 issue of CrossWays is January 15th. You can  
e-mail articles to Jeannine McCullough at office@uccb.org or leave them in the 
CrossWays mailbox outside of the church office.  Please e-mail or call Jeannine 
McCullough, Office Administrator at 203-775-1259 if you have any questions. 



Pastor’s Page                                                Rev. Bryn Smallwood-Garcia 

Most of us don’t think much about the season of Epiphany at our church. We finish up with 

back-to-school and Yankee Fair season at CCB and suddenly, it’s Thanksgiving and Advent; 

and then, in the blink of an eye, Christmas Eve arrives.  The day of Epiphany, January 6th, is the 

12th day of Christmas, but we don’t celebrate that in Congregational churches. The closest we 

come is on the Sunday closest to Epiphany (this year, January 5th) when we sing “We Three 

Kings” to the delightful galumphing of Miss Toni’s camels on her lowest organ foot pedals! 

Did you know that many modern scientists believe the great “star” they saw was likely a 

rare conjunction of our brightest planets –Jupiter, Venus, and Saturn? The wise men who came 

from the East were probably not kings but “magi,” or astrologers, who divined from their star 

charts that a great, divinely anointed ruler was likely to be born in Judea. 

Astronomy as we know it was yet to be a hard science, but the desert astrologers of the  

Middle East made good use of ancient Babylonian mathematics to predict the movements of the 

planets against the background of the stars – and with it the changing seasons and even  

auspicious times for the births of great kings.  It was a base-60 system, which divided the sky 

into 12 sections of 30 degrees (the 12 signs of the Zodiac) for a perfect circle of 360 degrees. 

We in the West owe all our advances in mathematics – even Arabic numerals – to ancient India, 

Persia, Babylon and Greece.  We have scholars of the Islamic Golden Age to thank for algebra. 

I appreciate the metaphor this historical worldview provides for us in the Christian church 

today, especially in our “God is still speaking” United Church of Christ.  Against the inspiring 

celestial backdrop of unchanging and eternal truths – which for us are canonized in the Bible – 

we try to discern the movement of the Holy Spirit in our world today. This is a primary task for 

us as your preachers – to chart how changing events from our modern world look (like moving 

planets) against the backdrop and context of what God’s people endured in the past, and to glean 

from those comparisons bright insights of wisdom to guide us today. 

My Bible nerds have often seen me share my “holy algebra” example on a white board. Just 

as we learn in math class to cross-multiply to find for X, we who teach in the church are looking 

to find for a theological X, a “What would Jesus do today?”  If you are curious, it looks like this: 

  What would Jesus do? or 

 What the story meant in the ancient world of the Bible  how the story guides us now 

    ——————————————————————- = ————————————- 

 What was going on in the in the world of the Bible   What’s happening now 

The greatest “Eureka” moments in our faith lives – what we might even call “epiphanies”  

can come when hearing something fresh and new in a sermon, prayer or anthem – when ancient 

Bible stories come to life for us in a modern context and we feel deep within the urge to resolve 

to do something differently, even behave more like Jesus! May this New Year bring you many 

epiphanies and faith-filled resolutions. 

     Happy Epiphany and New Year’s blessings to you all! 



 

 

 

 

 

Board of Deacons 

Your Deacon Branch provides a way for you to have a specific member of the Board 
with whom to relate.  If you have requests or concerns that you’d like to share with a 
lay person, your Deacon is available.  Naturally, if you’re more comfortable calling 
one of the other deacons, or one of your pastors, please feel free to do so.  Such   
requests or concerns might include: 

 a need for prayer 
 a request for help (transport to a doctor’s appointment, church function, etc.) 
 a sorrow (illness, accident, death) 
 a joy (a birth, graduation, upcoming wedding, etc.) 
 something that particularly pleases you, or would better meet your needs  

in the worship service  

Remember, if you don’t know your Deacon, ask someone to introduce you.  He or 
she will look forward to meeting you – in church or out! 

 

Deacon Branches 2019-2020 

Please note that several Deacon branches have changed slightly to keep our 
families more equally serviced among the Deacons.   

We wish you all the blessings of a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

Youth Deacons: 
 Catie Coneybear   
 Stephen Wutzl   

A-BO            Ruth Allen                                        

BR-CO         Martha Parvis                                 

CR-DY Sharon Santi                                   

E-GI Jeanine Hanewicz                           

GL-JE Pete Lane                                        

JO-LI Sue Boughton                                  

LO-McC        Alex DeLucia                                   

McK-O          Mary Gallagher DeLucia                  

P-RI Ed Insull                                         

RO-SI Marie Immohr                                 

SL-TY Carol Ryan                                    

 UN-Z         John Pondiccio                               



Committee Chairmen and Church Council Reps 

Moderator: Sue Waschak      

Vice Moderator: Jack Brown   

Treasurer: Greg Dorrell  

Clerk (Asst. Treasurer): Kristi McPadden  

Investment Treasurer: Audrey Himebaugh  

Committee Chairs 

Christian Ed  Amy D’Alessandro  

Church House  John Mangold  

Church-in-Society Lyn Lyon  

Deacons  Marie Immohr  

Fellowship  Monica Pondiccio   

Nominating  Tom Young  

Stewardship  Susan Dodd   

Welcome  Robin Murphy  

 Worship  Kim Downey   

Church Council Representatives  

Christian Ed  Wendy Elsen    

Church House  Steve Waschak  

Church-in-Society Luke Duval  

Deacons  John Pondiccio   

Fellowship  Michele Ostrom    

Nominating  Carolyn Lindroth   

Stewardship  Tom Brown   

Welcome  Beth Telesco   

Worship  Kathy Wandelmaier   

Historian  Bob Brown   

Church Safety Committee:  Rodger Wutzl (chair), Tina Crepeau, Walter Ostrom,  

   Bryn Smallwood-Garcia, Kathy Taylor, Linae Wutzl  

      Long-Range Planning Committee:  Larry Ruschmeyer (chair), Barbara Crandell,  

Maurice Downey, Michael Matson, Deseré Edwards, Sian Hunter, Rick Hardin 

Pastoral Relations Committee:  Wendy Elsen, Dave Goral, Gordon Markiewicz,                           

Larry Ruschmeyer, Olivia Quinsland. 

Personnel Committee:  Sue Waschak (chair), Jack Brown, Bryn Smallwood-Garcia,  

   Jennifer Whipple, Bob Emrich, Monica McInerney, Eileen Koch, Mark Lyon 

 

 

Senior Pastor Rev. Bryn Smallwood-Garcia  bryn@uccb.org 

Associate Pastor Rev. Jennifer Whipple  jennifer@uccb.org 

Organist/Choir Toni Sullivan  toni@uccb.org 

Church School Barbara Crandell  barbara@uccb.org 

Church Office Jeannine McCullough 203-775-1259 office@uccb.org 

Nursery Care  Debbie Marquardt 203-775-1259  



Annual Budget & Facilities Use Partnership Update from Your Pastors: 

If you read this month’s Church Council summary, you will see that our proposed 

2020-21 church budget contains in it a real challenge – a goal of a 15-18% pledge  

income increase! How can that be, you might ask? We are a growing, thriving church – 

why such a shortfall? 

One reason is, of course, the usual rising expenses that we all face – whether at 

home or at church.  We will have higher insurance bills next year – both in pastors’ 

health insurance and in the insurance we pay for our church buildings. We will pay 

more for utilities and there is certain maintenance work we should be attending to – and 

we can be grateful to both our Long-Range Planning and Church House committees for 

looking ahead so that we are not caught off-guard. 

There are also some big “wish list” items proposed – like increasing the giving to 

both local charities and wider church missions that Church in Society (CIS) Committee 

does on our behalf, and providing cost-of-living raises for our 6-member church staff, as 

recommended by Personnel Committee. Add to this several small increases in the  

budgets of our committees – like a little extra funding for Christian Education,  

Fellowship, Stewardship, Welcome and Worship. 

But the biggest “hit” our 2020-21 budget may face is the possible loss of our biggest 

facilities-user – the Danbury Chinese Alliance Church (DCAC). They are searching for 

a new and less costly space – preferably where they can hold both church school and 

worship services on Sunday mornings. (They have held their fellowship and education 

programs with us on late Sunday afternoons, Thursday mornings, and on Friday nights.) 

You may have seen them around a lot – as we greet them cheerfully entering and 

exiting our buildings on Wednesday and Friday nights, as well as on some Thursdays 

during the day, and every Sunday afternoon. Unfortunately, they – like so many 

churches – have been declining in membership. We have been noticing far fewer cars in 

our parking lot on Sunday afternoons. Especially in their youth and children’s programs, 

they have seen huge losses, as young families frequently are choosing Sunday afternoon 

sports over church participation. 

This has been a fruitful and friendly nearly 30-year partnership in ministry, so it 

makes us sad to have them consider leaving our space and partnership. Our leaders have 

suggested reducing their facilities-use fees, but they have declined – saying they seek to 

find a space that also addresses their worship time issue. They were also frank enough to 

admit they have had some pressure to leave us from Christian and Missionary Alliance 

leaders (as well as from some new members from more fundamentalist churches) who 

don’t believe they should share space with an “open and affirming” church like ours. 

Although this parting of the ways is something we rightly grieve, we also can  

celebrate that we were able to see both congregations sharing space for so many good 

years together.  And we can be exceedingly grateful that God continues to grow our 

ministry and equip us to follow and serve Jesus with generous and grateful hearts. 



Kudos go to the following people and groups who carried out some awesome projects 
over the last few months: 
 The Church School children who raised over $2270 towards their second Heifer Project 

World Ark through Math for Mammals and Alternative Gift Fair donations. 
 Our JYF, SYF and Church School children who carried out various service projects  

including Thanksgiving Baskets & Green Bean Casserole Bags for Brookfield Social  
Services & the Food Pantry, dinner & lunches for Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, 
cards for service members, Christmas cards for special concerns and  
grieving members of our church, and more. 

 Our Church in Society Committee and our church family who brightened the Christmas 
holiday for a number of people in the greater Brookfield/Danbury  
community and beyond through Giving Tree and Blanket Fund gifts. 

 Our CE & Fellowship Committees who made our Annual Advent Wreath  
Workshop a success. 

 Our Fellowship Committee who hosted (along with our Serendippers crew) the wider 
community for the Brookfield High School Special Chorus concerts. 

 Morrison’s Gang who continues to keep up with all of the fix-it projects around the church 
campus and helped deck the halls of our Meetinghouse with beautiful new greens along 
with our awesome Flower Committee folks. 

 To the SERRV Folks (Marie Immohr, Linda & Ray Siciliano, and Karen Underhill) who 
hosted our Alternative Gifts Fair and raised over $2000 for worthwhile  
nonprofit organizations nearby and artisans around the world to provide a better life for 
many. 

Youth Fellowship in January: 
Our Junior and Senior Youth Fellowship groups are scheduled to meet in January on the 

5th, 12th, and 26th.  More details about timing and events will be shared in the Sunday 

worship bulletins and via email.  If you are (or have a person in your family who is) in grades 

6-12 please be sure that Pastor Jen (Jennifer@uccb.org) has your email contact  

information so you are sure to get the weekly youth fellowship emails and information.  We 

are looking forward to a great second half of the program year with our youth fellowship 

groups!  

Confirmation Class: 

Our confirmands spent the fall in class together and working with their  

mentors to talk and learn about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, Worship and the Bible.  

We played Images of God Pictionary, learned how water in various forms represents 

the Trinity, had a Worship lock-in, and had a Bible Jeopardy Challenge.  As we head 

into the New Year our Confirmands will continue to work and learn together in class 

and with their mentors and will carry out their Confirmation Projects.  Please keep 

our Confirmands and their mentors in your prayers. 

Confirmation Class: Mission & Stewardship — Wednesday, January 22nd —7-9pm     
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160 Whisconier Road, Brookfield, CT  06804 
(203)-775-1259    Fax (203)-775-3466  
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Sunday Worship at 8:30am and 10:30am 
The Rev. Bryn Smallwood-Garcia, Senior Pastor 
The Rev. Jennifer Whipple, Associate Pastor 
The Rev. M. S. Desmond, Pastor Emeritus 
 

 

Wanted: Office Volunteers 

From time to time the need arises for office volunteers to “man the 
phones” when Jeannine McCullough, our CCB Office Administrator, 
is away.  If you are interested in being a part of the team of         
wonderful volunteers already helping out, please let Jeannine know 
by calling 203-775-1259 or emailing her at office@uccb.org. 


